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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


(770) 889-7186


www.justchristians.net





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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"As I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, ye shall not have (occasion) any more to use this proverb in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine;…. the soul that sinneth, it shall die". (Ezek. 18:3-4)


     We are living in "those days" under a new covenant through Christ  and I alone am responsible for my sins. Any attempt to blame my sinfulness on anyone or anything is a failure to repent and separates us from the God who made us. In Romans 14, Paul warns us about condemning each other in matters of judgement. Although there have been many questions about this difficult chapter, one thing is quite clear. "So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God". (vs. 12)


     The only solution for my sins is


" Godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation, (a repentance) which bringeth no regret": (2 Cor 7:10) It is a repentance that is made without conditions. God will accept nothing else.


     As we worship together this day, lets heed the words of the Hebrew writer, "Therefore let us also, seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of (our) faith. (Heb. 12:1-2)





			JP


_________________________





My wish for you today is that your mind be free from the pressures and duresses of daily work so that you can   


Entertain, for just an hour or so, the beauty of nature, the vastness of the universe, the strength of the human 


Will, the love of the Savior Jesus Christ		Dee Bowman





      What is the first feeling that hits you when you see the words Personal Evangelism?  Be honest.  Is your first feeling negative?  If you are anything like me, it is.  I love to teach the lost, but when I when I hear those words I turn off.  Part of the reason for this is a reaction to the Boston Movement, which has demanded quotas and made personal evangelism the only work that counts.  I also get these feelings from "personal work" programs that are coercive and manipulative.  


      While the evangelistic efforts of a church ought to be a major part of its work, the mere act of teaching an unbeliever is not the most important work of the church.  Paul made the point well:  "we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function" (Romans 12:4).  We have made a big mistake, if as a part of what we consider to be a dead, lifeless church, we think that the remedy is an overdose of personal evangelism.  There is far more wrong with a "dead" church than a lack of evangelism.  Caring about someone who is lost is a result of the life within, not a means to obtaining that life.


     The book of Acts is the only inspired church history book to which we can turn and with confidence say, "This is the way it ought to be."  As we read Acts 2 we cannot help but be impressed with the growth of the church.  However, a careful study of the book shows that we cannot explain this growth simply in terms of evangelism.  Consider:


1.	They were a praying people.  They relied on the Lord for their growth.


Luke mentions prayer at least 15 times








7.	They were a people who loved one another fervently.  The Ephesian elders "wept freely, and fell on Paul's neck and kissed him."  Early Christians were not just casual acquaintances who attended worship services together.


8.	They were people seeking truth and turning away from false teaching.  These Christians "continued steadfastly in the apostle's doctrine."  When challenged with false teaching, they kept seeking truth even in the midst of "much dispute."


9.	They were a people who spread the good news.  But, what these brethren did as listed above, is what made this effort a success.





This sketch of the work of the early church explains their growth far better than just saying they evangelized.  Paul summarized the cause of growth in Ephesians 4:16 when he spoke of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers equipping saints so that saints can do the work of ministry and edifying the body of Christ.  With the body functioning in such a manner, brethren will come to maturity, be able to speak the truth in love, but not be tossed by every wind of doctrine.  As each Christian grows up into Christ, they become knit and joined together, with every joint supplying and every part doing its share.  The result of this effort "causes growth of the body for the edifying if itself in love."  Let's grow!





_______________________


 


Almost all absurdity of conduct arises from the imitation of those whom we cannot resemble.


(Dr. Samuel Johnson)





A Growing Church Is Not Just "Personal Evangelism"


By Berry Kercheville





"We have made a big mistake if, as a part of what we consider to be a dead, lifeless church, we think that the remedy is an overdose of personal evangelism.  There is far more wrong with a 'dead' church than a lack of evangelism."








in the book.  Is this happening in churches of the saints today?


2.	They were a problem-solving people.   (chapters 5, 15, 21)  These Christians did not allow internal problems to go unchecked.  They were more than willing to seek solutions to the many troubles that can arise when people work together.


3.	They were a people in which women played a major role.  While women did not "teach or usurp authority over a man," Lydia, Priscilla, the daughters of Philip, and many others demonstrate the great work that women must be doing.  Are women today choosing careers to the neglect of this work?


4.	They were a sacrificial people.   They did not hesitate to sell "lands and houses" for the sake of their brethren in need.  They knew they could rely on one another.  Has our love for material things hindered a sacrificial spirit?


5.	They were a people respected in their community (2:47; 5:13).  While they were hated by their enemies, and at times suffered persecution, it was not because they were obnoxious and unloving in their dealings with outsiders.  They maintained a character above reproach.


6.	They were a people steadfast in the midst of trial and persecution.  Though the persecution they endured included death, "they ceased not to preach and teach Jesus as the Christ."  We must be willing to suffer hardship as good soldiers and not expect that life in Christ will always be comfortable and convenient.








SOUR GRAPES


"So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God". (Rom. 14:12) (Reused 02/06/2011)





     It has always been a character flaw of man to blame his bad decisions on someone else. In nothing is this truer than with ones sins. It seems not to matter what the truth is or who knows it, it is always someone or something else at fault. Consider Adam when he said to God, "this woman you gave me". (Gen. 3:12) Such notions lead to the idea that we are born with tendencies to do wrong or live contrary to God's will without being able to avoid it. 


      I read an article the other day, by some one from a group known as "River Garden, Inc."  (a so called Christian Ministry help organization)  that took this idea to the limit. Based upon a statement of God in Exodus 20: 5, the writer attempted to show that sinful character traits are inherited from generation to generation. The writer goes on to say, "the DNA molecule is actually bent and twisted" (by sin).  We realize that such foolishness is a perversion of God's word and takes it out of context, a serious thing.


     It is true that when God gave the commandments to Israel, the statement of (Ez. 20: 5) had national implications toward keeping the law and preserving it among their children. Often times the prophets prayed for the sins of the nation. This idea for today, however, ignores the fact that God would later say 


" In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge. But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grapes, his teeth shall be set on edge". (Jer. 31:29-30) and that
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem ; Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Bro. Malcolm Smith's health concerns


Bro. Anthony Petrochko's recovery


The Statham family with the loss of 


Audrey's father.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


The Hammonds as they anticipate their


new baby


____________________________


Ladies Bible class


2ed Tuesday of the month


7:30 PM


at the Building


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jim Statham


Song Leader---Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Steve Huff


   Asst. 1-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 2-----Zachary Huff


   Asst. 3-----Jack Green


   Asst. 4-----Rodee Bruns


   Asst. 5-----David Brown


2nd Prayer----Phillip West


Scripture Reading---Bob Butler


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Jeff Lacquement


Sunday PM Service





Special Service


Led by


Grant Hicks


 


Lord's Supper----Steve Huff


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Wes Guyton


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Drew Bowman


Invitation---Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer---Brad Bowman





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














